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I. UX E XIII. 29. 


Aud they ſhall come from the eaſt, and from the 
weſt; and from the north, and from the ſouth, 


and ſball fit down in the kingdom of God. 


8s Chriſt was paſſing through the cities and 
villages of Judea, in his way to Jeruſalem, 
and preaching the doctrines of the goſpel, one of 
his hearers aſked him, Lord, are there few that 
be ſaved? There is reaſon to believe, that this 
queſtion was put in that pride of themſelves and 
contempt of the Gentiles, which had infected the 
| Jewiſh nation, and of which many groſs inſtances 
occur in the goſpel hiſtory. | 
Nothing can be ſaid in vindication of this odi- 
ous temper, and our Saviour ſhewed a peculiar 
diſlike to it, whenever it appeared before him. 
But we ſhould remember, that we may eaſily ac- 
count for it, from obſerving the improper influ- 
ence, which any diſtinguiſhing privileges are apt 
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to 6 have upon all our minds. Whether Jews of 


Chriſtians, we are too ready' to contract an over 
weening opinion of ourſelves, and of our accept- 
ance before God, upon ſuch conſiderations as 
theſe. We are too much diſpoſed to open the 
gate of heaven wide for our own party, and to 
ſhut it againſt all other perſons. We are too 
prone to conſider our religious privileges as marks 
of arbitrary favour in God towards us, rather than 
as means of grace, which are to be improved by 
us to the purpoſes of more eminent holineſs, and 
upon which improvement our ſalvation depends. 
We ought alſo to conſider, that the Jewiſh na- 
tion had been long in the enjoyment of very ex- 
traordinary privileges. They were ſeparated from 
all the nations of the earth tobe God's peculiar peo- 
ple. They had been raiſed to greatneſs, and pre- 
ferved in proſperity through many ages, by mira- 
culous interpoſitions of divine providence. They 
received their national law and religious ritual by 
revelation from God. They were under the moſt 


awful command to keep themſelves from idola- 


try, and to avoid all intimate communication 
with idolaters. And they ſaw themſelves to be © 
the only worſhippers of the true God of all the na- 
tions around them. Shall we wonder then, if, 


Ca 
. theſe yeconnts and others that might. be 
mentioned, they entertained too high an opinion 
of themſelves, and had too contemptuous thoughts 


of others? When we remember the infirmities 
of human nature, we ſhall not harſhly cenſure. 
them; we ſhall make ſome candid allowances for 
their bigotry and preſumption. Above all, we 
ſhould be warned, by their example, from con- 
tracting the ſame temper and conduct towards 
- thoſe of our fellow-chriſtians, who, in matters of 
much leſs moment, differ from us. | 
The reply, which our Saviour made to the 
queſtion of this narrow-minded Jew, was wiſe and 
gracious. It ſtrongly reproved their national pride 
and preſumption ; it awfully warned them of the 
fatal influence which theſe might have upon their 
real ſalvation; it gave them juſter ideas of the 
mercy of God, and the extenſive deſign of the 
goſpel-ſalvation ; and it directed their thoughts to 
that world of univerſal felicity and love, where 
all good men were to live together for ever. 
And be ſaid unto them, ſtrive to enter in at the 
trait gate; for, many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek to 
enter in, and ſhall not be able. T. here ſhall be weep - 
ing and gnaſhing cf teetb, when ye ſhall ſee Ara- 
Pap and Jae, and Jacob, and all the n 
3 2 in 
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And they ſhall come from the eaſt, and from 
* weſ, and from the north, and from the fuuth, 


and ſhall fit down in the kingdom of God, 


Inn theſe laſt words Chriſt gives a deſcription 
of the heavenly world, which good men read 


with particular pleaſure, as affording the follow - 
ing delightful views of it. That it is a ſtate of 
ſocial happineſs; that the ſociety aſſembled there 


will be compoſed of good and pious men only 3 
that theſe good men will live there in circum- 


ſtances of exalted glory and happineſs; that they 


will form a very large and reſpectable ſociety; 
and they will live together for ever in the moſt. 
perfect harmony and love. It muſt be always 
agreeable and uſeful to contemplate ſuch views 
of that future happineſs which we all hope to en- 


joy; and they are peculiarly ſeaſonable, when 


we are aſſembled in this place to pay reſpect to 


that highly-eſteemed friend, whoſe piety and ca- 


tholic ſpirit qualified him for a feat of honour in 


ſuch an aſſocialion as this. 


In the firf place. Heaven is erte in 
theſe words, as © a ſtate of ſocial happineſs.” 


* 50 fit down in tbe bogey of Ged. 


They 


- ad 
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They ſit down, not only to enjoy together the! in- 


finite bleſſings, which the power and goodneſs of 


God have provided for them; but to converſe 


together; to live in ſocial duty and felicity. This 
is the natural mr of the es here 
Man is a ace creature. "Wi 2 1 ſo 19 
ince upon the kind offices of his fel- 


. in this world of infirmity and ſor- 


row; but he 1 is fo in his ne in n the eſſential 
deen continue * into nen 83 Os pro- 


vidence of God may fix him. From ſociety and 
friendſhip we derive ſome of the higheſt comforts 


of our lives. We always feel « purſel! 


every b blefling i is enriched by the facial enjoyment. 


of it. Yea, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe men met 


together in one ſtate, living in happineſs toge - 
ther, and united in ſimilar employments, 1 R 


the exerciſe of their ſocial diſpoſitions. _ 
In ſociety man is to enjoy heavenly felicity; in 
ſociety he will have the higheſt enjoyment of it z 


and in ſociety he will make his moſt ſucceſsful 
advances in knowledge and piety. God encreaſes 


the value of his gifts by diſtributing them to. us 


66 | ” 
in the ſocial ſtate; and he makes us happier by 
giving us means and opportunities of afſiſting 
and comforting one another. 
We hope for ſome uſeful and delightful com- 
17 wunication with angels in this heavenly ſtate, and 
1 to receive benefit from their information and ex- 


| ample. But our principal connection will be with 
glorified ſpirits of our own kind; with whom ſo- 
ciety and converſe will be moſt natural and plea- 
fant, And we have much reaſon to ens that 
9 the virtuous and pious friendſhips of good men, | 
. which were contracted and cultivated gone earth, | 
9 will be renewed and perfected in heaven. | 
| Nor do theſe thoughts militate with our ideas _ a. | 
1 heaven, as a ſtate of ſuperlative love to God, or the f 
14 moſt extenſive communication with all our fellow- 
Lt men, and with all the glorious inhabitants of that i 
Fi world. It is a miſtake to think, that private friend. | | 
[ | ſhipis injurious to public benevolence; or that the 
| | virtuous love of our fellow-creatures abates the ar- 1 
li | dor of our piety to God. We are never ſo vigorous , 
+8 in devout gratitude, and ſo much diſpoſed for com- : 
+ { 
i munion with God, as when we are moſt in charity 4 
8 with one another. We never are fo prepared to ex- 
| | | _ our beneyolence to the whole world, as by the | 
| } cultivation 60 


6 + + 
eden of relative love. It is the nature of 
this diſpoſition of our mind to encreaſe and to be 
_ enlarged by all the exerciſes of it. 
But this view of the heavenly ſtate is coats” 
by the word of God; where it is often repreſented 
in its ſocial nature and employment. There 


the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect aſſemble. 


There we ſhall be together with the Lord. It is 
the heavenly Canaan; the new Jeruſalem; z. the. 
houſe of God, in which his ſons and Sagan: 
are to dwell with him.“ 


In ſhort, it is not a doubtful tas. wither 


we ſhall live in ſocial converſe and happineſs, in 
| the intercourſe of mutual affections and offices of 

mutual benevolence. But i it is a queſtion, which 
we are not yet prepared to anſwer, how much 
improvement in knowledge and holineſs we ſhall 


there derive from this intercourſe; in how chearful. 
and benevolent a manner we ſhall communicate 
to one another; or in how many ways the wiſdom 


and the goodneſs of God may give us opportunity 
to promote our mutual happineſs. This leads 
me to obſerv of 


To the bn place. Thar chis bebe 
ce will be compoſed of good and pious men only.” 
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of thoſe who have faithfully ſerved God and thei? 
generation in this world, according to the lighe 
and grace of the diſpenſation of religion under 
which they have lived. Our Lord, in very ſtrong 
terms, repreſents all the workers of i iniquity as ſhut 


| -out from this aſſembly ; and he repreſents the 


bleſſed from every part of the world aſſociating 

in the kingdom of God, with Abraham, and Iſaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets; which intimates 
their qualifications for the ſociety of theſe holy 
men. We have alſo very frequent and clear de- 
clarations in the word of God to the ſame pur- 


poſe. © Into this holy city nothing that defileth 
hall ever enter, nor any which are not written in 
the Lamb's book of life. Except a man be born 
again he cannot enter into the kingdom of hea- 


ven. Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
Be not deceived, for the unrighteous ſhall not in- 


| herit the kingdom of God. Neither fornicators, 


nor idolaters, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 


drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall 


inherit the kingdom of God.” 
Nor can ſuch unholy creatures be more effec- 
tually excluded from the kingdom of heaven by 
the appointment. of . God than they are by 
their own character and diſpoſition. There 
| | muſt - 


1 


muſt be ſome virtue, wherever there is any 


happy ſociety and true friendſhip; and the hap- 


pineſs of ſociety and the excellency of friendſhip 


will be juſtly eſtimated by the purity, benevo- 


lence, and piety, which prevail in and influence 


ſuch connections. It i is better to live i in ſolitude, 
uncomfortable as that ſtate would be, than to live 
in the ſociety of wicked, prophane, and male- 


volent, creatures; than to be united for ever with 


thoſe, whoſe temper and converſion we muſt 
abhor. 

Such a mixed ſociety, as his world affords us, 
muſt be but a very imperfect ſtate of friendſhip 
and ſoc ial happineſs. 
and ſafety of human life is ſpoiled by the inter- 
courſe we muſt neceſſarily have with men of vi- 
cious paſſions, and unjuſt and cruel actions. 
When ſuch grow up in our families, or are united 
to us in civil connections or relative life, what 


havoek do they make of our peace and comfort! 


But how pleaſant are the ſociety and friendſhip of 


wiſe, holy, benevolent; and pious, minds, in 


the preſent ſtate! How relieving to us under 
the forrows and difficulties of our earthly pil- 


grimage! How improving to our knowledge, 


holineſs, and devotion, amidſt all the imperfec- 
2 | tions, 


Much of the beauty 
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6 
3 200 tions, that attend human underſtanding and cha- 
= racer in this inferior ſtate! When minds of ſuch 
| =” furniture and temper live. together in families, 
1 converſe together in intimate friendſhip, and 
| 
| 


worſhip with one another at the altar'of God, 


[ | what happineſs is diffuſed! Thus our virtues are 
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| | | 1 raiſed and confirmed; wn our piety is animated 
a and advanced. 


Hence let us raiſe our 6 to thas vene- 
1 rable aſſembly in heaven, where all wiſe and good 
| men will meet and live for ever in one great com- 
. munity ; where they ſhall have the greateſt oppor- 
tunities to improve and comfort one another. 
Their intercourſe will be free; their affinity cloſe 
and endearing; their tempers mild and affection- 
ate; their em ployments uſeful and elevated; their 
converſation equally full of wiſdom, and bene- 
volence, and religion. Behold there the collect- 
ed wiſdom of all ages; the inſtructive and am- 
mating piety of the beſt times of the patriarchal 
and chriſtian church; the aſſociated examples of 

the higheſt benefactors of mankind; the bright 
conſtellations of prophets, apoſtles, and martyrs; 
the auguſt convention of all virtuous and good 
men met together in the preſence of God ! What 
an 3 * and honour mult it be to 
| " have 
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| have admidion to ſuch a ſociety, to live and con- 
verſe with ſuch Wee and amiable ene 

for ever! SEP | | 


"I bis third place, I am to obſerve, that Chriſt 


_ repreſents theſe good men aſſembled together 
«ina very exalted ſtate.” They fit down in the 


kingdom of God. We muſt underſtand, by this ex- 
preſſion, ſome exalted ſtate, in which the glories 
of the divine. perfections are diſplayed with a ſu- 
perior luſtre, where his divine orders are moſt 
perfectly obeyed, and where men are fa- 
voured by higher communion with and enjoy- 

ment of him than the preſent world will admit 
of. The ſacred ſcripture employs a great variety 
of earthly images to give us the higheſt concep- 
tions of this heavenly world; it is compared to 
things of greateſt magnificence; to things 
upon which we put the higheſt value; to things 


from which we derive the moſt refined and per- 


manent pleaſure; but every earthly image muſt 
fail in conveying to us adequate ideas of celeſtial 
We and felicities. 


It is but little to ſay, that all pain, and fon 
and fin, will be baniſhed from thoſe abodes of 


bliſs ; that God will wipe away all tears from our 
eyes ; that we ſhall live in everlaſting eaſe and 
C 2 | tran- 
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ſpirits of juſt men ſhall be made 


3 


8 
* * 9 x k 
** neee. — 
Fc 
„ ve, eee ARIES een feos Cot gt? 


5 I 1 *. 
tranquillity : it is not enough to . that the 


virtues of the chriſtian temper, and 5 in aber 
vigorous exerciſe of them towards God and their 


5 fellow - creatures; that they ſhall dyell in a ſtate. 


of unmixed happineſs; that they ſhall have _ 


| ſures for evermore. 


There alſo a glory ſhall i upon FOR fo the 
preſence of God, which ſhall fill them with un- 
utterable j joy: there, as from an elevated place, 
and in an illuminated ſphere, they ſhall contem+ 
plate the nobleſt works of God, and gain the higheſt 
thoughts of his adorable power and wiſdom : 
there ſhall be unveiled to them noble diſcoveries 


of the righteouſneſs and goodneſs of God, in the. 
various diſpenſations of his providence to man- 
kind: there ſhall be extended to their view 
the whole proceſs of our redemption, by the 


humiliation and ſufferings of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; they ſhall contemplate. with joy the 
propriety and efficacy of every branch of his 
mediatorial office, and ſee a perfe& harmony and 
a beautiful connection between the atonement of 
Chriſt and the ſovereign mercy of the Deity : 


every dark ſcene of providence ſhall be cleared 


up; and thoſe appointments of it, which puzzle 
our underſtandings, perplex our hearts, and alarm 
g | dur 


t 3 * 
3 will appear to ave bees under the 
direction of an unerring and gracious counſel, 


Al things are gradually carried on in the preſent - 


ſtate. The progreſs of our minds in knowledge _ 


child, and underſtand as a child; and it is by 
degrees we advance to manly knowledge. There 
is reaſon to apprehend, that our progreſs in 
knowledge and holineſs will be by ſimilar degrees 


in the keayenly world; there our way will be like 


4 ſhining light that ſhineth' more and more unto 
the perfect day. | 

But who can tell in hive __ and 3 
a manner we ſhall make our progreſs towards per- 
fect day in that ſuperior ſtate? In how clear and 
eaſy a manner the perfections of God, and all the 
wiſdom and greatneſs of his creation and provi- 
dence, will then be unfolded to our underftand- 


ings? Juſt as the light of morning in its gradual _ 
advance clears away the ſhades of darkneſs, and 
expoſes the beauties of nature more and more to 


the eye. Who can tell in how powerful a man- 
ner the bright examples and divine employments 
of that ſtate ſhall remove the moral diſeaſes of our 
minds, improve us in all holineſs, and raiſe our 
devotion? There, beholding with open face the 


and holineſs is gradual. We all firſt think as a 
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C EF 
dies of the Lord, we ſhall be changed into the 
ſame 1 image from glory to glory. 


. ferns i in the fourth place. Chriſt "IMO 
heaven as a ſtate, where good men ſhall appear 
ce ina very large ſociety.” They ſhall come from 
_ the eaſt, and from the weſt, and from the north, 
and from the ſouth, and mn ft dow 1 in FRO bi- 
dom of GO. 

We may naturally en that he intended to 
aſfure the Jews of the ſalvation of virtuous hea- 
thens, who improved the light of reaſon and tra- 


dition, which the providence of God gave them. 


Among theſe there were many whoſe moral 
characters would render them not unworthy a 
place in that kingdom. And why ſhould not the 
gracious Father of us all admit them into it? Tea 


how ſhall the rignteous Judge refuſe them admiſſion? 


There are alſo many excellent men in the 


heathen world, who, in their ſtations, were good 


examples, uſeful inſtructors, and great benefactors 
to mankind. And why ſhould not ſuch take their 
ſeats of eminence in the kingdom of God? 

I ſee nothing to forbid this hope in the doctrine 


of the goſpel. I ſee much foundation for it in the 


mercy of God, and in theſe and other words of Chriſt. 


Nor go I find it at all difficult to conſider the death 


of 


6015 ) 


of Chriſt, as far as it was a proper atonement. fot 


ſin, extending its influence for the ſalvation of 
ſuch. Ir rather exalts this office of Chriſt, to ſee 
the virtue of his ſacrifice operating ſo exten- 
ſively for the ſalvation of all good men, and con- 


ducting them from the eaſt, and weſt, and north, 


and ſouth, to the kingdom of God. 

But, the principal deſign of theſe words was 
to correct the bigotry of the Jews; to inform 
them that the goſpel was deſigned for the benefir 
of all the nations of the earth; that God, in the 
courſe of his providence, would ſpread the light of 
it over all the ea h; and that it would be bleſſed 
by God for the ſalvation of multitudes in every 
part of the globe. 

Chriſt taught this doctrine to Pa Jews in many 
of his parables. to the very greateſt extent. In the 
parable of the leaven hid in the meal till the whole 
maſs was leavened, he declares not only the uni- 
verſal ſpread of the goſpel doctrine and profeſ- 
ſion, but the prevailing influence of them for ge- 
neral ſalvation. And it is with delight we read 
many declarations to the ſame purpoſe in the pro- © 
phecies of the Old and New Teſtament, and 
carry our thoughts forward to thoſe better ages of 
the world, that are yet to come; to thoſe ages, 


when the knowledge of the Lord ſhall cover the 
. eartli 3 


5 . 
earth; when all fleſh ſhall ſee the ſalvation of 
Infidelity may aſk, how can theſe things be ? 
and, in arrogance, may demand an explicit anſwer, 
Suppoſe a pious Iſraelite, in the bondage of Egypt, 
had been thus interrogated concerning God's pro- 
' miſe to Abraham: © that he would make of him 
E | a great nation; muſt the Iſraelite have ſuſpended | 
/. his faith till he could point out probable cauſes of 
| ” ſuch an event? It is ſufficient to ſay to ſuch queſ- 
tions, that nothing is too hard for God ; that the 
means, by which his infinite wiſdom effects his pur- 
| poſes of mercy and judgement, are commonly hid 
{i till they begin to operate in great force; and that 
they generally ariſe out of ſome future revolutions 
in the regular courſe of events. 
1 Whatever means may be employed for the uni- 
1 1 verſal ſpread of the goſpel, they need not be more 
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powerful than thoſe which were ſucceſsful to the 
propagation of it in the firſt ages of chriſtianity. 

And when, in ſome diſtant period, they ſhall take 
effect, they may happily afford the world ſome 
new and ſtriking evidence of the truth of this n. 
cious revelation. | 
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I conclude my remarks upon this beautiful re- 
e of heaven, by obſerving, « that it 
will 


cn) 9 7 


will be a ſtate of univerſal charity.” * truly ca- 
tholic temper will pervade the whole ſociety. As 
they will come from every part of the earth to 
ſit down in the kingdom of God, we may be aſ- 


ſured, that they will be collected from various 


diſpenſations of religion, from various forms of 


worſhip, from the profeſſion of religion under an 
endleſs variety of opinions. And yet they will all 
fit down in one holy ſociety, worſhip in one glo-. 


rious temple, and live 8 888 in nen 1 
and love. f 
Some have Fuppoſed that this harmony. will 


ariſe from uniformity of opinion; from the per- 


fe& degree, in which the light of that world will 
reveal truth to every mind. And there is much 
to believe, that many errors of our under- 
ſtanding will then be rectified; that ſeveral queſ- 
tions about which good men now differ and diſ- 
pute and are offended with one another, will be 
cleared up to common ſatisfaction. But we have 
no ſufficient cauſe to think, that there will be 
uniformity of opinion even in heaven itſelf, And 


we have ſome good reaſon to doubt the poſſibi- 


lity of its n among finite minds, whoſe 


powers of thought, apprehenſion, and inveſtiga-, 


tion, are ſo very different, as we may expect they 
of human nature will always be. 
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our jealouſy, our 


En) 

However, there is no neceſſity for un niformiry 
of opinion in order to eſtabliſh univerſal charity, 
or to qualify all good men to unite in the reli- 
gious worſhip of God. The wiſdom of the hea- 
venly ſtate will enable us to diftinguiſh berween 
thoſe doctrines of God, which are effential truths 
of religion, and the additionat matters of our 


opinion and conjectures upon them. The former 


will be clear and explicit, and all good minds 
will not only readily receive them, but put 


Zo the higheſt value upon them. The latter, be- 


ing unrevealed and ſubjects of ſpeculation only, 
will be left for farther enquiry, for amicable diſ- 
cuſſion, for future revelation. Thus we ſee how 
there may be perfect harmony amidſt a variety of 

opinions; and how, in the efſential offices of true 
devotion, the bleſſed in heaven may all come 
round one altar, and worſhip the infinite and 
eternal Jehovah, in whom _— all _—_ _— 


heve. 


Nor is our diverſity of opinions the chief 2 


of angry diſpute and uncharitableneſs among 


ehriſtians in this ſtate. No, they are our pride, 


our envy, our haſty paſſions, our 
quarrelſome humours, that principally divide us, 
that break the chriſtian community into ſo many 


pieces, that produce hatred and perſecution among 


the * of Chriſt. 


4 

In heaven theſe evils will be removed from us 
all The more perfe& humility of our temper, and 
ſanctification of our hearts, will eſtabliſh harmony 
and love. Although there may be ten thouſand 
aſſociations for worſhip and religious diſcourſe in 
that world, they will all be one family; and, being 
the children of one heaven] y father, will be brethren 
one of another. Ws, | 

Let us now make 458 dee upon this 
view of the heavenly ſtate, in order to direct our 

minds to the practical improvement of it. 

1ſt. How familiar and pleaſing a repreſentation. 

of heaven is here made to us! There are many 
things in that glorious ſtate, which are our of the 
reach of our conception ; and many things are 
ſaid of it in the word of God, to which we affix 
but very imperfe& ideas. When we attempt to 
make conjectures upon them we are ſoon loſt, We 
gain little more than the general apprehenſion of a 
grandeur and felicity ſurpaſſing our imagination, 
But, the repreſentation of heaven, as a ſtate of 
| renewed intercourſe with our pious friends and 
brethren of mankind, is eaſily conceived, as well 
as exceedingly pleaſant, Here we fix our thoughts 
upon an employment and delight which we have 
had large experience of; and. we can meditate 
upon it it with the moſt cordial ſatisfaction. 
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fociety of our fellow-men. Whatever improve- 


ment or delight the ſociety of angels can or may 
afford us, there will be an awfulneſs about it- 


which will be a great abatement to our enjoyment. 
There will be a diſparity of nature and conditions, 
which will render converſation with them diſtant. 
But, to converſe in thoſe eternal abodes of light 
and joy, men with men, and friends with friends; 


to recount our common warfares and ; conſola- 


tions; to expreſs ſimilar feelings; and upon equal 
wing to ſoar in fcience and in devotion; will indeed 
be an exalted delight, we look forward to it with 
a tranſport of joy. It is a felicity that meets our 
wiſhes as much as it is familiar to our apprehenſion. 

2d. What reaſon have we to be thankful for 
the goſpel, which not only makes this rational 


— 


repreſentation of future happineſs, but eſtabliſhes 


our faith in it? We ought not to ſay, that there 
is no foundation for the hope of a future ſtate 
from the reaſonings of our own minds upon hu- 


man nature, and the perfections and works of 


God. But we may truly ſay, that this founda- 


tion of our faith is feeble; that the hope raiſed 
upon it is too cold and unaffecting to produce 
practical influences. When we look over the 


- heathen 


Heaven is a pleaſing ſociety, becauſe. it is the 


ww ua a. _ lead Bae 


T 


heathen world, we ſee the ideas of the common 


people concerning a future life were abſurd; and 


that the more learned were generally unbelievers Y 
But, death is aboliſhed, and life and immortality 


are brought to light by the goſpel. The apoſtle's 
expreſſion is ſtrong ; but it perfectly correſponds 
with the power of the goſpel revelation, in enabling 
us to triumph over death by the clear proſpect of 

heavenly felicity. The exultation of the Ro- 
man philoſopher and orator in the hope of that 


illuſtrious day, when he ſhould meet the wiſe, 


and good, and great, of former ages, in the abodes 


of future happineſs, is often quoted upon this 


ſubject. But, when we conſider the chilling doubt, 
which he affixes to theſe lofty words, we have 
full reaſon to apprehend this great thought was 
the matter of his wiſh, or his 1 imagination, rather 
than his hope. | 
How different to this is the language of the 
goſpel? We, my brethren, can truly exult in the 
hope of that illuſtrious day, when good men ſhall 
come from the caſt, and weſt, and north, and 
ſouth, and fit down in the kingdom of God. 
This hope ſtands firm upon the character of Chriſt, 
the excellency of his doctrine, the miraculous 


crifice for ſin, and the evidence of his reſurrection 
| from 
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"00 the dead and aſcenſion to heaven. It is in 
connection with. theſe things that we read his de- 


lightful words to his diſciples a little before his 


death. In my Father's bouſe are many manſions ; ; 
if it were not ſo I would have told you. I go to pre- 


pare a place for you; and, if I go and prepare a 


place for you, I will come again and receive you 
unto myſelf, that where I am there ye may be 
alſo. By this affurance, delivered in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, our faith is arreſted and our hope 
eſtabliſhed, Here we can riſe up in a triumph 
of joy, and ſay ; Bleſſed be the God and father of 
our Lord Feſus Cbriſt, which, according to bis 


- abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the reſurreFion of Jeſus Chriſt from the 


dead, to an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for us. 


3d. The glories of this heavenly felicity ſhould 
engage us to give all diligence to make our call- 


ing and election ſure. Our Lord aſſures us, that 
many will entertain the hope of it, who vill be 
excluded from it. That ſome, who enjoy the 


greateſt privileges of religion and means of ſalva- 
tion, will periſh in fin, And that their future 


miſery will be encreaſed by the recollection of the 


opportunity, for attaining everlaſting happineſs, 
which they have neglected to improve. | 


Then 


( 43 3 

ben ſaid one unto bim, Lord, are there fat that 
be Javed? And be ſaid unto them, Arive to enter in 
at the ftrait gate; for, many, T ſay unto you, will 
fetk to enter in and ſpall not be able. When once 


the maſter of the bouſe is riſen up and hath ſhut the 
door, and ye begin to ftand without and to knock at 
the door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open tmio us; and 
be ſhall anſwer and ſay, I kn you not, whence 
you are: Then ſhall ye begin to ſay ; we have eaten 
and drunk in thy preſence, and thou baſt taught 
in our ſtreets. But be ſhall ſay unto you, I know 
you not, depart from me all ye workers of iniquity. 
There ſhall be weeping and gnaſping of teeth, when 
ye all ſee Abraham, and 1ſaac, and Jacob, and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you your- 
ſelves thrufſs out. And they ſball come from the 
_ eaſt, and weſt, and north, and ſouth, na 
in the kingdom of God. 
Nothing can be plainer and more deciſive than 
this language of Chriſt. It conveys a moſt pro- 
per and uſeful admonition to us all; ſtrongly de- 
claring the abſolute neceſſity of holineſs to our 
admiſſion to heaven. He warns us, that the 
maſter of the houſe will pay no attention to 2 
chriſtian profeſſion, to baptifm, to external com- 
munion with Chriſt in his ordinances, to any ex- 
preſſions of reſpect to him, if holineſs of heart 


preſumption. Let us not be 


(249 3 
and life be wanting. He will ut the door * 5 
all the workers of iniquity, whatever pretenſions 1 
they may urge to him. 

Yea, Chriſt requires aiſtinguiſing nity Pe) F 
| piety in his diſciples. - Strive to enter in at the 


frrait gate; for, many will ſeek to enter in and ſpall. 
not be able. He inſiſts upon a righteouſneſs far 


exceeding that of the ſcribes and phariſees. A 


| righteouſneſs that was not be attained without 


ſtrenuous exertions. And, if there muſt always. 


be ſome virtue, where there is any true friendſhip. 
and happy. ſociety ; ſuperior degrees of it muſt. 


be neceſſary to our meetneſs for the . ; 


of the ſaints in light. 


Let us all, who ſee anden . with reli- 7 
gious privileges and living in the external pro- 
feflion of godlineſs, be upon our gourd, againſt 


fear. Let us not dare to conſider our « cheiling 
Privileges in any other light than as ſuperior 
means of | holineſs, which will plunge us into 
. miſery, if they be not thus improved by 

Dreadful muſt be his diſtreſs, who ſhall fall, 
like thoſe. preſumptuous Jews, from the moſt 
towering hopes of heaven, into the abyſs of ever- 
laſting deſtruction! But, we ſnall riſe to diſtin- 
* g honour. in * glorious * . — 4 
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3 piety, and uſefulneſs in our 


ſtate of trial upon earth. 10 

Ath. This repreſentation of the heavenly ſtate 
ſhould promote univerſal charity among the ſe- 
veral denominations of chiſtians. Nevis: an- 
gry diſputes, and calumnies, ate injurious in all 
ſocieties ; but they are peculiarly reproachful in 
ſocieties formed for the purpoſes of pure religion, 
and whoſe principles and hopes are elevated by 
the heavenly doctrines and promiſes of the goſpel. 
Under the influence of theſe great truths, we 
ſhould purify our hearts from the carnality of re- 
ligious contentions. We ſhould carry ourſelves 
quite above the little thoughts of ignorant pre- 


judice, party connections, and 'worldly pride. 


We ſhould readily permit all variety of opinions 


in thoſe, who humbly profeſs faith in Chriſt and 


practically regard his precepts, without any di- 
minution of our love and reſpect to them. We 
ſhould heartily conſent that the diſciples of Chriſt - 
ſhould aſſociate, according to each man's con- 
ſcience before God, in all their denominations, 
and yet preſerve moſt entirely, with them all, the 
harmony and unity of the great catholic church. 


"We muſt not permit ourſelyes-to uſe a language 
that is ſupercilious towards any of our chriſtian 


brethren; nor entertain an uncandid thought of 
* their 


« 26 y „„ 
their ſincerity ; nor impute 70 them: conch afions 
from their doctrines which they do not allow. All | 


this is unfair on every ſide; but it is worlt of all 


in thoſe who boaſt of ſuperior liberality. 

To prevent or cure this evil, let us again raiſe 
our thoughts to the grand community of heaven, 
and conſider how good men will come from the 


_ eaſt, and weſt, and north, and ſouth, and fi 


down in the kingdom of God. How they will 
live together in love, and worſhip together in 
harmony, when religion is reduced to the great 


eſſentials of it, and no ſtreſs is laid upon little in- 


ſignificant opinions about it; when purity, hu- 


mility, charity, and the love of God, conſtitute | 


all religion and all duty. And, being candidates 
for that wiſe and holy community, let us endea- 
vour to reſemble them ; let us cultivate all thoſe 


ſocial and divine virtues, which will enable us to 
receive from, and contribute to, the happineſs of 


that ſtate of harmony and love; and bn us call 
nothing religion but theſe. | 4 
In conformity with theſe thoughts was the de- 


claration of a moſt reſpectable anceſtor of our de- | 


ceaſed friend, whoſe liberality of ſentiment was 


equal to his apoſtolic zeal in preaching the goſpel, 
J envy no man his gifts, but would diligently 
improve my own little talent in doing good. 1 


vale no man for- 150 p . ond ra. but 1 5 
value every man according to what I ſee of the 3 
grace of God in him.” What, my friends, is to 1 
be ſeen of the grac of God in any man, but his e 4 
purity, humility, charity, and piety ? And, where: ” 
ver God is pleaſed to confer this grace, the per- 
| ſon who wears it is equally entitled to our re- 
ſpoct and charity, to whatever religious commu- 
nion upon earth he may happen to belong. 15 
Finally. From this heavenly hope we have 
the beſt ſupport and conſolation upon the death 
of our pious friends, and in the expectation f 
our own diſſolution. We all feel that nothing 
but ſuch a proſpect can truly reconcile us to the one, 
or effectually ſupport us under the other. . 
It is indeed a painful thing to loſe a wiſe, a. «a 
fectionate, and pious friend. To be ſeparated — 
from our pleaſing companions, and the partners „ 
of our joys and ſorrows, by the hand of deatng. 
And it is but partially that any thing heals ſuch 
wounds. They are eaſily torn open, and bleed 
afreſh upon a variety of incidents. But the WD 
nobleſt conſolation in ſuch a caſe is, the hope of 
meeting them again, and renewing our acquaint- 
ance and friendſhip in'a better and eternal ſtate. 
We often anticipate the illuſtrious day with a ſa- 
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En 
cred pleaſure. We ſometimes approximate it 
with an heavenly delight. 
It is alſo a moſt ſerious thing to feel nt 
under the ſentence of ſpeedy diſſolution. We ſhud- 


der at the ſight of the valley of the ſhadow of death. 
With much reluctance we ſee a final ſeparation ta- 
king place between us and our friends.” And no- 


thing can reconcile us to it, but the hope of living 5 


again, of admiſſion to a better tare, a be 
ciety, and a nearer view of God. 
F riendſhips, that ſerve only a 


venience, can be of no long eee The 


friendſhip, that is liable to entire diſſolution 93 


| ſtroke of death, is of very precarious value; the 


anxiety, which is occaſioned by its uncertainty, is a 


great abatement to its worth. It is the friend- ed 
ſhip which is founded in virtue, confirmed by the 
habit of benevolent intercourſe, elevated by re- 
ligious ſentiments, and which is to endure for ever, 
that is worthy of the eſteem of the wiſe and good. 
And this friendſhip deſerves every encomium that 

can be given to it. 


And adored be God, who l us to be 
our deareſt and worthieſt friends to the grave, in 
the faith and hope of meeting them again, and 
lying wich them for ever in the kingdom of ge 


| Adored 


Es 45 29 5 5 
Aer be Gol, who. thus enables you to 


acquieſce in the death of your worthy and 
he late paſtor of this con- 1 


much lovec friend, 
gregation. He is ſeparated from you by 
death for a ſhort ſeafon only. You will meet 


again upon a very ſolemn occaſion, viz. at the 


judgement-ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt. There you may be 


aſſured of meeting him to your unutterable joy, 


if you are followers of his faith and holy conver- 
ſation. But you muſt meet him to your everlaſt- 
ing confuſion, if, through ſo many years, and 
with ſo much ability and earneſtneſs, he hath la- 
boured among you in vain. 
As we are now aſſembled in grateful reſpect to 


nis memory, and to improve the affecting event 
of his death, I cannot neglect the opportunity of 
bringing to your recollection a few nn of 


is 3 and character. 


r. Hugh Farmer deſcended from very re- 


2 and religious anceſtors in North Wales. 
He was a grandſon of the reverend Hugh Owen, 
of Bronyclydwr, in Merionethſhire, a very diſ- 
tinguiſhed character among the firſt non-conform- 
ing miniſters, and of -whom Dr. Calamy hath 


given a large and very amiable memoir. * His 
® See Calamy's Lives of Ejected Minifters ; to Palmer's 


edition of which, under the title of the Nonconformiſt's Me- 
morial, there is a valuable addition "made to this Memoir 
Py Mr, Farmer himſelf. * ii. p. „„ 
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80 ) . 
immediate parents were perſons of eminent piety, 
and lived in much efteem- near Shrewſbury, where 
he was born. By their parental care he enjoyed 
every deſirable branch of education to prepare 
him for the chriſtian miniſtry, for which be vs 
early deſigned. * 
When he was way qualified for academ ca bo- | 
dies, he was placed under the care of Dr. Dod- 
dridge, at Northampton. In which eam 8 ful 
ſeat of education, the greateſt attention was paid 
both to progrefs in learning, and the cultiva- 
tion of piety of temper and purity of morals, 
which are equally neceffary to an honourable and 
uſeful diſcharge of the chriſtian miniſtry. Here 
Mr. Farmer ſpent the uſual term of academical 
ſtudy ; and I well remember this excellent tutor 
fpeak with much * of his * and N 
racter. a 
It was very early in his life chat he began his 
miniſterial labours in this place; and here he con- 
tinued them with great acceptance and uſefulneſs 
for more than forty years. nenen 


. He received his grammar learning in a ſchool of was. 
derable reputation, at that time in Llanegrin, near Towyn, 
in Merionethſhire, which was founded by two of his 1 
ceſtors; and thence he was ſent to perfect his claſſical 
education under the tuition of Dr. Owen, of Warrington : : 


the author of the Diſſertations =_ hor, naval 7 „„ 


tu) 
of raiſing this diffenting congregation, from 
a very low ſtate, to a moſt reſpectable one, 


both in numbers and character. And he had the 
happineſs to be the means of ſupporting it in this 
reſpectable form to dhe very cloſe of his labours. 
His uncommon natural abilities, engaging 
manners, and great erudition, would have appeared 


with much dignity in any ſtation of life, or in auß 


of the OW profeſſions. And, when theſe 
powers and accompliſhmenes were united with 4 
religious temper ol mind, they did not fail to 
diſtinguiſh him as a miniſter of the goſpel. To 
the important duties of which office he cordially 
devoted himſelf, and always made his learning 
and liberal ſtudies inſtrumental to the n 1 | 
religion. 5 

But there were Wear W Gianhjns in bis 

private and public character, which deſerve to he 
more particularly mentioned, and which I am 
Pleaſed with the opportunity of laying before 
thoſe, who have been for _ years nn 
of em. 

He was lively and brilliant in converſation to 
an uncommon degree; but always in the ſtyle of 


yet no one poſſeſſed more real gravity upon all 
occalions that required it, whether in the pulpit, | 


4 gentleman and the decorum of a miniſter; and Ne, | 


= . 
In 4 chender of ſickneſs, with mourning fr. ids, 
or when engaged upon ſubjects of religion and 
learning in the converſation of his brethren. In 
this he bore a ſtrong reſemblance to his amiable 
tutor. They both poſſeſſed a ſtrength of under- 
ſtanding that ſuſtained the labour of cloſe ſtudy 
and difficult inveſtigation z and yet retained that | 
| livelineſs of imagination and flexibility of mind, 
which rendered them highly entertaining in the 
moſt gay and exhilarating ene Where the 
mirth was innocent. 
Thoſe, who were ing acquainted wich 
bim, muſt have obſerved, that his natural temper 
. was warm, and that he had a high ſpirit. But it 
Z juſtice to ſay, that, whenever theſe led him into 
any little impropriety of ſpeech” or behaviour, he 
was ſolicitous to make every proper conceſſion 
afterwards, and ſhewed great uneaſineſs till ſuch 
offences were quite cleared away. His regular 
behaviour was in the higheſt degree kind, obli- 
ging, and polite. Every man was treated by him 
with honour. And he was exalted above ey. 
thing mean and ſelfiſh. _ 
As he acted honourably by every one, is he 
was. moſt ſincere and cordial in his frendſhips. 
He ſaw with a quick eye every kindneſs that was 
done to him, and readily acknowledged it to its 
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6 33 * 
full value. Nor did he been to return ſuch a- 


vours, wage had an oppo enen _— 


He had alſo hy ener ths af indi; and 
upon many occaſions was liberal far beyond what 
is uſual in perſons of his very moderate fortune. 
But, as this diſpoſition was generally exerted in a 
private way, and principally to the poor and af- 
/ we are fure wo motives ns influrnced.; 


0 
. 


© > Ao after "I ſettled at Walthamfion, he Was kindly 


invited into the family of Mr. Snell, whoſe great abilities 


andi integrity as a lawyer were well known and highly eſteemed 
by the public; and whoſe private worth and agreeable manners 

rendered him equally honoured by his friends. In this fa- 
mily Mr. Farmer was a domeſtic; during Mr. and Mrs. Snell's 
| lives, which was more than thirty years, and was aiways treat- 
ed with great reſpet: by the ſurviving branches of it he 
continued to be equally eſteemed to his death. As a token 
of his regard for them, and gratitude. to them, he hath in 
the handſomeſt manner appointed ſome of them executors to 
his will, and taken a reſpectful notice of them all. A friend- 
ſhip, thus continued, and deſcending through three genera- 


tions withour abatement, does honour to all the parties, and 
ſhews that Mr. Farmer was worthy to be ſelected for a friend. 


In ſimilar gratitude, Mr. Farmer hath taken notice of ſeveral 
other friends, to whom he thought * owed 1 26. 
knowledgments. 1 


” 


the world, delivered him from all religious 
bigotry. In the freeſt converſation I ever had with 
him, about ſects and parties of chriſtians, I never 


(* Y 


This honour and liberality of temper, united 


to his good underſtanding and acquaintance with 


heard him utter a ſevere or uncandid thing of 
any ſet of men or opinions whatſoever. And 


chis is a point of honour and decency, which all 
_ chriſtians ought to be nice in obſerving. Firm- 


neſs of private opinion may be well maintained 
with all charity towards To who moſt * 
from us. 


It is impoſſible for me to do juice to „ Mr. 
Farmer's abilities as a preacher. His elocution 


was clear and ſtrong; his manner of addreſs hand- 

ſome, and very inſinuating; and his diſcourſes 
well ſtored with the ſerious and practical truths 
of the goſpel, He was equally fond of uling the 
language of the ſacred writings, as he was con- 
ſcientious in holding up their doctrines to his 
hearers; and was uſed to ſay, that the evangelical 


language was not only moſt generally acceptable 


to our hearers, but that which carried the evan- 


| gelical doctrines with the gromelt force to the 
heart. 


He was particularly diſtinguiſhed by the ani- 
mation with which he delivered his public diſ- 
_ courſes. 


— 


— 
a) 


A. 
8 


@ 7 

courſes. Every one ſaw that he felt the ſentiments 
which he uttered,and his attentive hearers happily 
experienced that he conveyed his own feelings to 
them. Through all his public ſervices there was 
a moſt happy variety of thought and expreſſion, 
as well as a conſtant flow of lively and humble 
devotion. But I muſt not forget to obſerve, that 
his diſcourſes were peculiarly ornamented and 
enriched with criticiſms for the explanation of dif- 
ficulr paſſages of ſcripture, or the farther illuſtra- 
tion of others. Theſe criticiſms were always manly; 
had evident importance in them; and, inſtead of 
being dry and tedious, they much enlivened his 
ſermons. | 

By thefe means he was always in much eftima- 
tion as a preacher, and had a moſt reſpectable 
number and claſs of hearers, both in this place, 
and at SalreF Hall, where he was for many years 
the afternoon preacher, He retained all this ex- 
cellency to the laſt; and there was an univerſal 
and very ſincere lamentation upon his reſignation 
of all public duty; for, he was in poſſeſſion of as 
much popularity as he ever had, when he was'in- 
duced to take this ſtep by frequent returns of bo- 
dily diſorder, and the e of the tatal . 
loſs of ſight.* : 


F 2 2 father was totally blind for about ſix years before his 
cath, 
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abilities and application to ſtudy. The deſign 
of them was, to eſtabliſh the evidence of the 
divine revelation and authority of the ſeriptures 


0 1 * 
The world is in poſſeſſion of thoſe publications, 
which give abundant proof of Mr. Farmer's 


in the cleareſt and moſt ſatisfying manner. He 
did not live to complete the work, nor do 


J know that any perſon hath been made ac- 


quainted with the plan of it, What we have 
ſeen ſhews him to have been well-ſkilled in thoſe 
languages, and much acquainted with thoſe an- 
tient writings, the knowledge of which is pro- 
perly called Learning; and, that. he was equal 
to the laborious and very difficult deſign which 
he had undertaken. Theſe publications procu- 
red him the acquaintance and praiſes of ſeveral 
perſons of eminent learning and dignity, both at 
home and abroad. 

I am ſorry to add, that he has left the ſtricteſt 
orders, in his Will, that his MSS. of every ſort 
ſhould be burnt without inſpection. He was 
induced to give this order by the ſhameful abuſe 
which is often made of poſthumous writings; and 
he had delayed to prepare any of them for the 


preſs himſelf, from a deſire to . in his 
greater work. 


With 


3 E 75 

With all this learning and character this: en- 
cellent man was not, in any degree ntatio: 
and aſſuming. He never carried _ him. he 
parade of learning, the pride of ſcience, or the 
haughtineſs of great ability” —=___ 

In Mr. Farmer were united — i 
the ſcholar, and the miniſter of the goſpel. It 
is eaſy to conceive how each of theſe would give 
dignity and value to the other. When we con- 
ſider him in his whole character and endowments, 
we may truly ſay, he was without a ſuperior 
among us. And, by his death, religion and 
learning have loſt an able friend and advocate. 

In his laſt illneſs, which was lingering and pain- 
ful, he ſhewed much patience, and was quite re- 
ſigned to the will of God. To a miniſter and 
friend, who frequently viſited him on that occa- 
ſion, he expreſſed his great conſolation from the 
promiſes of the goſpel, and the covenant of mercy, 
which was ſealed by the blood of Chriſt. He 
was exceedingly earneſt in the acknowledgement 
of ' his own unworthineſs, and his dependance 
upon the grace of God for acceptance and reward, 
His frequent expreſſions were : That he had been 
a very unprofitable ſervant : That he was an un- 
worthy creature: T hat he was the leaſt of all 

| ſaints. 
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